THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

portfolio, which I have hitherto avoided doing; it cannot
be managed in any other way! If you absolutely decline
this, then you can throw me over, or order me to keep
silence. I shall speak to his Majesty on the 7th, at a very
confidential audience which he has promised me on that
day, when he passes through on his way to the christening
at Carlsruhe (on September 9). So you will still have time
for protesting.

' Of the general situation I do not mean to speak to-
day. The internal catastrophe, in my opinion, will not
take place now, but early in the spring, and then you must
necessarily be present. It will be absolutely decisive for

our future.  . . .

'Your

' v. ROON.' l
I replied:

* Toulouse : September 12, 1862.

' I have been travelling hither and thither in the Pyre-
nees, and in consequence have only to-day received your
letter of the 3ist [August]. I had also hoped to find one
from Bernstorff, who wrote to me four weeks ago that the
question of the ministerial changes must certainly be de-
cided in September. Your letter, unfortunately, leads me to
suppose that the uncertainty will be just as great at Christ-
mas as it is now. My belongings are still at St. Peters-
burg, and will be snowed up there. My carriages are at
Stettin, my horses in" the country near Berlin, my family
in Pomerania, and I myself on the high-road. I am going
back now to Paris, although I have less than ever to do
there, but my leave is at an end. My plan is now to pro-
pose to Bernstorff that I shall go to Berlin to discuss

1 Bismarck-Jahrbuch, iii. 237, 238. Now also Roon's Denkwurdig-
keiten, ii.4 109 &c.
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